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Field Trips at  

Jeffers Bend 

Hands On 

     The Pennyrile RC&D Area Council and Jeffers 
Bend Steering Committee has scheduled 8 days for 
schools in the region to visit Jeffers Bend for hands-
on environmental education activities in 2017, four 
in the spring and five in the fall, to accommodate 
over 1,000 students.  For 2017, schools will visit 
Jeffers Bend on April 15, 22, 29, May 6 and Sep-
tember 2, 9, 23 and 30. 

     The 6 to 8 presenters for each field day, will pro-
vide 30 to 40 minutes of educational activities in the 
areas of   water quality, soil conservation,  recycling, 
wildlife habitat, birds, insects, practical math, etc. 

Trails Committee 
Mark Withers, Chair, Steering Committee 

Experience Nature While You Walk 

 Jeffers Bend has one of the nicest walking trails in our area.  It is 
located in a beautiful setting and easily accessible.  It is just off  
North Main Street, down Metcalfe Lane next to North fork of Little 
River.  It has a special surface made just for walkers.  It is soft 
enough to be easy on the knees, but firm enough to give good foot-
ing for “power” walking.  The trail is firm enough to support 
stroller and wheelchairs.   It is surrounded by the beautiful grounds 
of Jeffers Bend Environmental  Center. 

 For those into distance walks, accessing the trail at the south en-
trance to Riverside Cemetery will allow for walking along North 
Fork of Little River, down Metcalfe Lane to connections with three 
miles of nature trails at Jeffers Bend. 

 For those into team walking, a group can agree to meet at Jeffers 
Bend at certain times to walk together.  From the pavilion, you 
follow the river northward passing memorial trees, benches, an 
amphitheater, along    man-made lake, through trees to, bend of the 
river, then east toward Pennyrile Parkway, southwest back to grav-
el parking area. 

So, join us at Jeffers Bend and improve your life.  

 Dates to Remember: 

 Take Kids Fishing—May  27, 2017. 

 Field Days for Schools—April 14, 21, 28, May 12 and September 1, 8, 22 and 29. 

 Benefit for the Bend—June 17, 2017. 

 Naturefest—September 16, 2017. 

 Torchlight Tales/Bell Witch Story—October  28, 2017. 

 Christmas at the Bend—December  2, 2017. 

Above—Presenters and students come together to talk about 
the hands-on activities at the field day event.  

Above– Young people walking the trail during Naturefest. 
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Jeffers Bend Patio Being Installed  
Charles Turner, RC&D Coordinator (Volunteer) and                                                                       

Don Atwood, Chair, Long Range Planning Committee 
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In an investor centered way to secure suppor t for  Jeffers Bend Environmental Center , the Jeffers Bend           
Steering Committee in cooperation with Pennyrile Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Area 
Council, Inc. are inviting individuals, businesses, corporations and civic organizations to the center, to talk 
about how their giving, would be recognized within the Jeffers Bend Patio. 

 

All those interested in investing in Jeffers Bend, are encouraged to visit the center, where they will have the 
opportunity to engage volunteers, in seeing visuals on what will constitute the Jeffers Bend Patio, and how the 
various levels of giving, will be recognized at $100, $250, $500, $1,000, $5,000, $10,000, $15,000, etc.  As a 
potential investor in Jeffers Bend, you might consider a contribution in honor and or memory of a child,     
parent, grandparent, friend, associate, etc. at the various levels of giving as identified above.  Note, the       
attached model and schematic below. 

  • The patio is designed to be constructed in a way to 
recognize the major givers to Jeffers Bend with donors 
name inscripted on granite brick.  The larger the       
donation, the more prominent the recognition on top 
and along a three feet high red brick wall. 

 The Jeffers Bend Steering Committee will hold its annual 
dinner and fundraiser on Saturday, June 17, 2017 at the Christian 
County Cooperative Extension Service building with over 180 
people expected to participate.  The event will involve great    
music, great food and a good time for all attendees. 

The Benefit for the Bend event began in June 2008, as a 
fundraising effort to provide more resources for ongoing         
operation and maintenance of buildings and grounds at Jeffers 
Bend  Environmental Center. 

 The attendees are provided with great pork chops, grilled 
by Mark Withers, chair, Jeffers Bend Steering Committee.   

The silent auction continues to be a big hit with items   
donated by various businesses and individuals.   

 

Benefit for the Bend 
By Maggie Selvidge, Chair 

Right—On June 18, 2016 over 150 people gathered for 
fundraiser at the  Christian County Cooperative Extension 
Service  Building  on  Pembroke Road here in Hopkinsville.              
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Botanical Garden News 

 

The Jeffers Bend Botanical Garden—the Pennyrile 
RC&D Area Council in partnership with Jeffers Bend 
Steering Committee and others, are working on a grant 
to establish a tenth of an acre botanical garden           
consisting of unique trees, shrubs and other perennials, 
to educate the public on the value of plants to mankind, 
animals and the landscape.  The plants will be grown, 
maintained and observed for positive impact on the 
landscape, habitat for wildlife, use for medicines, use 
floral arrangements, etc. 

• Based on sixteen (16) years of conversations with   
visitors to Jeffers Bend after stopping at the welcome 
center on Interstate 24 at the Kentucky-Tennessee line, 
they express a strong interest in seeing a botanical     
garden at the center, which has not been established.  
The out of state visitors include, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Illinois, Florida, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, etc.  The     
visitors interest is prompted from the name, Jeffers Bend 
Environmental Center and Botanical Gardens.  In      
response to questions about location of the botanical 
garden, we always tell visitors about the various gardens 
onsite to include, a butterfly garden, children garden, 
herb garden, rain garden, etc. but no botanical garden.  

 

The Pennyrile RC&D Area Council, Inc. in partnership with 
the Jeffers Bend Steering Committee hosted a          
grantsmanship workshop on Tuesday, February 21, 2017 at 
the PADD office in Hopkinsville with forty-five (45) individuals 

participating. 

 

• The workshop was facilitated by Beverly Santicola, a           
nationally recognized grants writing consultant from Houston, 
Texas; who has experience, expertise and leadership in the 
areas of education, economic development the environment, 
healthcare, mental health, justice, social service, community 
development, youth leadership, collaborative partnership 
building for government agencies, etc.  She provided           
valuable information on writing and securing grants from 

state and federal agencies, corporations and foundations. 

Grantsmanship Workshop 
Charles Turner,  

RC&D Coordinator (Volunteer) 

Let’s Go Fishing! 

     The North Fork Little River Committee in cooperation with 
Pennyrile Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) 
Area Council, Inc., and Jeffers’ Bend Steering Committee will 
host the 19th annual Take Kids Fishing Day on Saturday, 
May 27, 2017, 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Jeffers’ Bend           
Environmental Center and Botanical Gardens on Metcalfe 
Lane here in Hopkinsville, Kentucky.   There were over 800 
plus kids, parents, grandparents and other adults                 
participating in 2016.               

     The 2017 fishing event will involve over 1,000 people 
coming together at Jeffers Bend in Hopkinsville for three 
hours of family fun in which youngsters ages 3 to 15 will fish 
for prizes in the four age groups of 3-5, 6-8, 9-11 and 12-15 
for the smallest, largest and most fish caught.  The prizes to 
be awarded include, 22 new bicycles and fishing equipment. 

Above—Local kids gather for photo, prior to fishing 

for Big Jeff.  


